Republic of the Philippines

3rd Flr. Bulwagang Amoranto
High Rise Building,

Quezon City Quezon City Hall Compound
Dil Quezon City
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR Trunkline, 8968 4242 loc. 8155

PILIPINAS

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. ﬂ
Series of 2022

AN ORDER CREATING THE QUEZON CITY INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE FOR
THE SPECIAL PROTECTION OF STREET CHILDREN AND CHILD LABORERS,
OTHERWISE REFERRED TO AS “TASK FORCE SAMPAGUITA (TFS)”

WHEREAS, Article II, Section 13 of the Constitution declares it a policy of the State to
recognize the vital role of the youth in nation-building and to promote and protect the youth's
physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, and social well-being;

WHEREAS, Republic Act (RA) No. 7610 or the "Special Protection of Children Against
Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimination Act," as amended by RA No. 9231, declares it a policy of
the State to provide special protection to children from all forms of abuse, neglect, cruelty,
exploitation, and discrimination, and other conditions prejudicial to their development, which
includes child labor in its worst forms;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 2 of Presidential Decree No. 1563 or the Anti-
Mendicancy Law, enacted to prevent the exploitation of infants and children through
mendicancy and provide habilitative services for those already exploited or in immediate
danger of exploitation; and promote the rehabilitation of minors found begging and
mendicants by providing an integrated developmental package of preventive, habilitative
interceptive, remedial, and/ or rehabilitative services;

WHEREAS, in spite of these laws, there has been an alarming rise in children selling
Sampaguita and other items sold on the streets of Quezon City;

WHEREAS, there is a need to create the Quezon City Inter-Agency Task Force for the
Special Protection of Street Children and Child Laborers, in order to strengthen collaboration on
measures through strategic partnerships and intense advocacy and action at all levels while
improving access for the disadvantaged children to the available and necessary city programs and
services;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MA. JOSEFINA G. BELMONTE, Mayor of Quezon City, by
virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do order:

SECTION 1. CREATION AND COMPOSITION. The Quezon City Inter-Agency
Task Force for the Special Protection of Street Children and Child Laborers (QC IATFSPSCC)
shall be simply referred to as “Task Force Sampaguita” and shall be composed of the

following:
- Chairperson : The City Mayor
Co-Chairperson : Head, Public Employment Service Office
Vice-Chairperson  : Head, Social Services Development Department
. Members : Head, Housing Community Development and

Resettlement Department
Head, City Civil Registry Department
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Head, Quezon City Health Department

Head, Department of Public Order and Safety

Head, Barangay and Community Relations
Department

Head, Public Affairs and Information Services
Department

Head, Quezon City Tourism Department

Head, Business Permits and Licensing Department
Head, City Legal Department

Head, Radio Communication Service

Head, Education Affairs Unit

Head, Small Business and Cooperatives Development
and Promotions Office

Chairman, Committee on Children

Executive Director, Quezon City Anti-Drug Advisory
Council

Head, Traffic and Transport Management Department
Chief of Operations, QC Task Force Disiplina

District Director, Quezon City Police District

Two (2) NGO Representatives from a) Business Sector
and/or b) Child-focused sector

SECTION 2. TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP The Task Force Sampaguita shall be
assisted by a Technical Working Group consisting of at least one staff from all the members.
The Public Employment Service Office shall be the Secretariat and shall be responsible for
the provision of administrative and logistical services, preparation of meeting agenda, and
documentation of meeting and Task-Force Sampaguita-related activities as well as
reporting to the Office of the City Mayor.

SECTION 3. FUNCTIONS OF TASK FORCE SAMPAGUITA. The Task Force shall
have the following functions:

a. Inmediately formulate a local action plan, and other policies,
guidelines and programs for the effective enforcement of RA No.
9231, P.D. 1563, and other related laws and regulations;

b. Coordinate and oversee the implementation of the Philippine Program Against
Child Labor by local concerned agencies and organizations;

¢. Coordinate and conduct local advocacy campaigns and information dissemination
on Child Rights, Child Labor, and Anti-Mendicancy Law, and existing laws related
thereto;

d. Assist in the city-wide profiling of street children, child labor, and their families
including the referral for the provision of necessary city services, linkages, and

networking with other agencies and institutions;

e. Monitor individuals, agencies, institutions, or establishments that violate the
provisions of laws on child labor;

f. Respond immediately to issues and concerns affecting street children and child
laborers;

g. Optimize and mobilize all available city programs and resources;
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h. Rescue, and provide necessary post-rescue interventions;

i. Such other function/s as may be necessary to implement this Executive Order and
such other functions/duties as ordered by the Chairperson.

SECTION 4. MEETINGS The Task Force Sampaguita shall schedule a meeting every
quarter, or as often as needed, without prejudice to special meetings to be called by the
Chairperson or Co-chairperson as may be necessary.

SECTION 5. SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES OF TASK FORCE SAMPAGUITA

a. Public Employment Service Office shall provide overall coordination of activities
of the Task Force Sampaguita in the areas of policy, program, and strategy
formulation and provision of viable employment opportunities to parents and
family members of child laborers.

b. Social Services Development Department shall provide comprehensive social
services and intervention to address the needs of child laborers, street children and
their families through a competent welfare team to give street children and child
laborers a better quality of life. It shall refer children to the necessary available city
services, especially child labor victims and street children. These include, but not
limited to, necessary available city services such as educational assistance,
livelihood/capital assistance, family development sessions and ensure aftercare
monitoring.

¢. Housing Community Development and Resettlement Department shall be
responsible if formulating housing programs for the families of street children.

d. City Civil Registry Department shall provide assistance in the registration of

* certificate of live birth of child laborers and street children identified without birth

records as well as recording other legal instruments of the family like marriage
contract and death certificate.

e. Quezon City Health Department shall be responsible to take action in providing
quality health related to children's nutrition and development and access to health
services.

f. Department of Public Order and Safety shall assist the Task Force in all its rescue
and field operations by ensuring peace and order in the City. It shall also be
responsible in regular surveillance of areas with reported street children and street
dwellers and maintain public safety.

¢. Barangay and Community Relations Department shall be responsible in ensuring
the cooperation and participation of the Barangays in formulating measures to
address the concern on child labor and maintaining regular post of a BPSO in areas
with reported street children and child laborers. It shall raise awareness of the
community on the problem of street children and child labor. It shall conduct the
necessary training for the barangay officials and personnel in creating appropriate
plans related to the protection of children in the community.

h. Public Affairs and Information Services Department shall be responsible in
information dissemination of the programs and activities formulated by the Task
Force Sampaguita in eliminating child labor in Quezon City. Also, shall spearhead
an effective public information campaign that strengthens the role of media in
providing reliable information concerning any kind of exploitation of children.
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i. Quezon City Tourism Department shall regulate and prohibit tourism-related
business establishments from engaging children in exploitative commercial
activities.

j. Business Permits and Licensing Department shall conduct inspections on
businesses and establishments operating within the City, if and when necessary,
ensure that no children are engaged in any exploitative business practice. It shall
also find mechanisms to incentivize establishments that would help our cause in
the fight against child labor.

k. City Legal Department shall assist the Task Force by providing legal assistance
and advice on the legality of its activities. It shall render legal opinions in effective
enforcement of RA No. 9231, P.D. 1563, and other related laws and regulations.

|. Radio Communications Service shall assist the Task Force in its communication
needs. It shall utilize its existing operations to establish a hotline that would enable
citizens to report concerns relating to the exploitation and abuse of children.

m.Education Affairs Unit shall refer/endorse profiled and rescued children for
educational assistance that will help them continue their studies.

n. Committee Chair on Children shall give support and empowerment to the
protection of children. It shall promote and advance relevant legislative agenda for
the protect children.

- 0. Quezon City Anti-Drug Abuse Advisory Council shall provide assistance
pertaining to surveillance and rescue operations together with social workers,
particularly drug-related activities that involve children.

p. Traffic and Transport Management Department shall enforce road and traffic
regulations that would ensure the safety of both the motorist and the children in the
streets. It shall also help in enforcing orderliness in most thoroughfares of Quezon
City without allowing child laborers and street children who are at-risk in the
streets and may cause disturbances to travelers.

g. QC Task Force Disiplina shall complement the TFS initiatives with its existing
operations that respond to the protection of children. It shall continue its
monitoring activities and visibility in the streets to maintain public order.

r. Quezon City Police District shall enforce related laws and regulations to prevent
and protect children against abuse, child labor and exploitation cases. It shall
provide assistance pertaining to surveillance and rescue operations together with
social workers.

* 5. Two (2) NGO Representative

a. Business Sector shall promote good business practices that prohibit illegal
employment of children and/or any exploitation.

b. Child-focused sector shall complement the City’s initiatives in the
prevention and elimination of street children and child labor incidence.

All members of this task force shall commit, in accordance with, or subject to the concerned
agencies’ respective work/financial plans, programs and services, and applicable laws,
rules, and regulations such as, but not limited to:
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a. Update and share their respective data or information on child labor or other
related concerns;
_b. Provide budgetary allocation on child protection in their respective agency, and
allocate program and services slots for eligible children and their families;
c. Actively participate in inter-agency committees for effective coordination and
convergence; and
d. Undertake capacity building of program implementers.

SECTION 6. REFERRAL SYSTEM TO INTEGRATED PROVISION OF CITY
SERVICES Referral of eligible beneficiaries to relevant city programs and services shall be
undertaken at various levels through:

a. Sharing of the list of profiled street children, child laborers, and/or their
respective families;

b. Inter-agency meetings and other coordination activities;

c. Direct referral to a specific department providing needed services.

SECTION 7. FUNDING. Until such time that Task Force Sampaguila is given a
budget for the purpose stated herein, the funding necessary to carry out functions of Task
Force Sampaguita shall be sourced from the Office of the City Mayor or from any available
funds of the City in accordance with the accounting and auditing management and
procedures, other existing laws, rules, and regulations.

SECTION 8. DISSEMINATION. Pursuant to Section 455 (1) Paragraph (vii) of
Republic Act No. 7160 otherwise known as the Local Government Code of 1991, a copy of
this Executive Order shall be furnished to the Office of the President and the Metropolitan
Development Authority (MMDA) for its information and guidance.

SECTION 9. REPEALING CLAUSE. All executive orders, circulars, memoranda,
and other issuances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SECTION 10. SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. The provisions of this Executive Order are
hereby declared separable and in the event that any such provisions are declared
unconstitutional, the other provisions which are not affected thereby shall remain in full
force and effect.

SECTION 11. EFFECTIVITY. This Order shall take effect immediately.

DONE, 9 _September 2022, Quezon City.

A

MA. JOSEFINA G. BELMONTE
Mayor
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