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NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF QUEZON CITY IN
REGULAR SESSION ASSEMBLED:

SECTION 1. TITLE. - This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the
“Quezon City Cervical Cancer Elimination Ordinance.”

SECTION 2. DECLARATION OF POLICY. - It is the policy of the
Quezon City Government to strengthen its public health system to ensure
sustained delivery of effective and comprehensive people-, family-, and
community-centered cancer control programs across the life course to effect
major reductions in premature death from cancer and the improvement in
quality of life and cancer survival rates.

Towards this end, the Quezon City Government shall take a proactive
role in protecting vulnerable and at-risk groups in its population from
carcinogenic infections through the effective implementation of health
promotion and disease prevention programs, compliant with national and
international best practices and standards.

SECTION 3. CERVICAL CANCER ELIMINATION PROGRAM. - The City
Health Department, in collaboration with the Department of Health (DOH)
and other relevant public and private stakeholders, shall develop and
implement a sub-program on cervical cancer elimination as part of the
Quezon City Integrated Cancer Control Program.

SECTION 4. PROGRAMMATIC OBJECTIVES. — The Comprehensive
Cervical Cancer Elimination Program shall have the following objectives:

a. Develop and implement a holistic health systems approach to reach
cervical cancer elimination targets in Quezon City;

b. Implement and scale up cervical cancer screening programs at the
institutional and community levels;

c. Establish an updated registry/ies on vaccine coverage, the
utilization of cervical cancer screening services, and clinical
outcomes of screened cervical cancer patients;

d. Establish an updated inventory for screening modalities, supplies,
and devices;
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Progressively strengthen the availability and accessibility of
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccines approved by the Philippine
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to eligible populations;

Scale up HPV vaccination efforts for priority target and other
eligible populations, including gender-neutral vaccination, based
on DOH, World Health Organization (WHO), and other relevant
governmental guidelines;

Provide support to educators on school-based HPV vaccination and
to barangay governments on community-based HPV vaccination;

Facilitate the timely diagnostics and treatment of patients
identified with cervical disease, including further diagnostics and
treatment of cervical pre- and invasive cancer through effective
patient navigation and referral;

Bridge patients needing treatment for precancerous lesions or
cervical cancer to DOH-accredited cancer treatment centers and
access sites;

Assist cervical cancer patients in funding their treatment by
tapping into the Cancer Assistance Fund (CAF), Cancer and
Supportive-Palliative Medicines Access Program (CSP-MAP),
Medical Assistance to Indigent and Financially Incapacitated
Patients (MAIFIP) Program, and other treatment funding
mechanisms from both public and private sectors;

Increase the health literacy of the population, especially vulnerable
groups, towards behavioral change to help reduce the risk of HPV
infection and transmission;

Integrate education and health literacy activities, adolescent health
services, Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and sexual and
reproductive health services, and communicable disease and
non-communicable disease health services, as part of the
approaches towards cervical cancer elimination;

Support  the  implementation of  workplace-based  or
workplace-initiated activities for cervical cancer elimination, with
reference to Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) and
Civil Service Commission (CSC) guidelines on cancer control policy;
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Secure the support of relevant stakeholders and strengthen
stakeholder engagement, coordination, research, innovation, and
resource mobilization in order to support and accelerate the
prevention, elimination, and control of cervical cancer in Quezon
City;

Institute monitoring and evaluation mechanisms on the
implementation and clinical outcome measurements of the
programmatic components thereof;

Design and implement appropriate aftercare/reintegration
interventions for cancer patients, persons living with cancer, and
cancer survivors through a community level of care;

Support the recovery and reintegration to society of cancer
Survivors;

Support the elimination of various forms of burden on patients,
persons living with cancer, survivors and their families;

Develop a roadmap towards cervical cancer elimination in Quezon
City, in line with key performance indicators, goals, and other
metrics of the DOH and WHO, including targets on resource
mobilization and partnerships;

Synergize with the implementation of the broader Quezon City
Integrated Cancer Control Program;

Coordinate with the Gender and Development (GAD) Council Office
towards joint activities and undertakings that integrate cervical
cancer elimination;

Align with the strategic framework of the National Integrated
Cancer Control Council and national and international best
practices and standards; and

Achieve such goals and objectives that may be set by the Quezon
City Cancer Control Review Board relative to cervical cancer

elimination.
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To achieve these objectives, the City Health Department may seek the
technical assistance of other city government departments or offices,
barangay governments, City-owned or operated hospitals and health
facilities, the DOH, and other relevant national government agencies or
instrumentalities, or procure such goods and services necessary for the
effective implementation of this Ordinance, in compliance with government
procurement laws and regulations.

SECTION 5. CORE PROGRAMMATIC COMPONENTS. — The Quezon
City Cervical Cancer Elimination Program shall have the following core
programmatic components: cervical cancer screening; HPV vaccination;
patient navigation and referral for treatment; and health promotion and
education.

SECTION 6. CERVICAL CANCER SCREENING. - The City Health
Department shall conduct cervical cancer screening activities based on
DOH and relevant governmental standards, principally targeting at risk
populations and vulnerable groups, through FDA-approved approaches or
modalities that aim to achieve the early detection of precancerous cervical
lesions, including, but not exclusive or restricted to, Pap smear procedures,
visual inspection with acetic acid (VIA), Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) cervical
screening, or Artificial Intelligence (Al)-assisted cervical cancer screening.

SECTION 7. HPV VACCINATION. - In coordination with the DOH
and Department of Education (DepEd), the City Health Department shall
strengthen the roll-out school-based and/or community-based HPV
vaccination activities, according to DOH guidelines and prescribed doses and
schedules as per approved product indications of the FDA. Such activities
shall be complemented by information dissemination campaigns that provide
correct, accurate, and age-appropriate guidance on vaccine safety and
efficacy to the target population, parents or guardians, and other
stakeholders, leveraging the use of available and effective platforms, such
as, but not limited to face-to-face interactions, mass media, social media,
learning materials, and others, as may be identified by the City Health
Department to support schools, government offices, community centers, and
other areas identified as priority in Quezon City.

SECTION 8. PATIENT NAVIGATION AND REFERRAL SYSTEM. — The
City Health Department shall integrate individuals identified or diagnosed
with precancerous or cancerous lesions of the cervix with the patient
navigation and referral network and other services of the Quezon City
Integrated Cancer Control Program under QCICCO.
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SECTION 9. HEALTH PROMOTION AND EDUCATION. — The City Health
Department, in coordination with the Public Affairs and Information Services
Department (PAISD), the GAD Council Office, other relevant city government
departments, and barangay governments, shall promote and disseminate
factual, age-appropriate, and gender-sensitive key messages on cervical
cancer risk factors, early warning signs and symptoms, cancer prevention
and control, and adoption of healthy lifestyles, as well as the mainstreaming
of practical supportive care and psychosocial support programs. The City
Health Department shall likewise advocate for cervical cancer awareness,
prevention, and control services through orientations, seminars, and
trainings in educational institutions, workplaces, and the public and private
sectors.

SECTION 10. HEALTH WORKERS TRAINING. - The City Health
Department, in coordination with the DOH, the Human Resource
Management Department, the GAD Council Office, and other relevant
department or offices of the Quezon City Government, and barangay
governments, shall enhance the related competencies of health care
professionals on cervical cancer elimination services through appropriate
trainings, workshops, or other learning modalities and provide adequate
training on vaccine storage, safety handling, and administration.

SECTION 11. APPROPRIATION. — The funds needed to cover the
implementation of this Ordinance shall be included in the Annual Budget of
the Quezon City Government.

SECTION 12. IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULATIONS. — The City
Health Department, in consultation and coordination with other members of
the Cancer Control Review Board, the GAD Council Office, DOH, DepkEd,
and other appropriate national government agencies, Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs), Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs), private
sector representatives, and other stakeholders, shall promulgate the
necessary rules and regulations for the effective implementation of this
Ordinance no later than 120 days upon the effectivity of this Ordinance.

SECTION 13. SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. - Should any provision of this
Ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid by any court of competent
Jurisdiction, the provisions not affected thereby shall continue to be in full
force and effect.
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SECTION 14. REPEALING CLAUSE. - All Quezon City ordinances,
resolutions, executive orders, memorandum circulars, and administrative
regulations or parts thereof which are inconsistent with any of the provisions
of this Ordinance are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SECTION 15. EFFECTIVITY CLAUSE. — This Ordinance shall take effect
immediately upon its approval.

ENACTED: November 25, 2024.

GIAN G. SOTTO
City Vice Mayor
Presiding Officer

ATTESTED:

T
ATTY. JOHE THOM%@ S. ALFEROS, III

City Government Department Head III
(City Council Secretary)

APPROVED: JAN 16 2025

MA. JOSEFINAé./ BELMONTE

City Mayor

CERTIFICATION

This is to certify that this Ordinance was APPROVED by the City
Council on Second Reading on November 25, 2024 and was PASSED on
Third/ Final Reading on December 2, 2024.

ot TS
ATTY. JOHN THOMAS\$. ALFEROS, III

City Government Department Head III
Slty Council Secretary)
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